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SUBJ: GAMBIAN REACTION TO OAU SUMMIT 
REF: A) BANJUL 0959, B) BANJUL 0985 

1. DURING PRESS CONPERENCE HE CALLED ON JULY 6, IMMEDIATELY 
UPON RETURN FROM LIBREVILLE, PRESIDENT JAWARA SAID GAMBIA WAS 
"NOT TOO HAPPY" ABOUT FRONT-LINE STATES' RECOGNITION OP 
PATRIOTIC PRONT BECAUSE OP PEAR OF "DE-RECOGNIZING OTHER 
ZIMBABWE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS." HE EMPHASIZED THAT OAU 
DECISION TO RECOGNIZE PE CAME ONLY ALTER LONG DELIBERATION. 
EMPHASIS IN ZIMBABWE, HE SAID MUST NOW BECMNCENTRATED ON 
ARMED STRUGGLE. NONETHELESS, SIR DAWDA ARGUED, RECOGNITION 
OP PE "DOES NOT TOUCH ON POLITICAL RIGHTS OP PEOPLE OF 
ZIMBABWE TO CHOOSE THEIR LEADERS WHETHER THESE BELONG TO 
PATRIOTIC PRONT OR NOT." OVERALL, PRESIDENT JAWARA STRUCK 
POSITIVE NOTE IN DESCRIBING OAU SUMMIT, CALLING EXERCISE 
"WORTHWHILE." 

2. CLEARLY, GOTO NOT ENTIRELY HAPPY WITH OAU CONCENSUS ON 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANJUL 01031 250957Z 

RECOGNITION OP PF, PREFERING TO CONSIDER ACTION AS IN NO 
WAY COMPROMISING POLITICAL ACTIVITIES OP OTHER NATIONALIST 
GROUPS. MINISTER EXTERNAL APFAIRS JABANG TOLD CHARGE JULY 
13 GAMBIANS ARE CONVINCED THAT ARMED STRUGGLE IS PRESENTLY 
MOST EPPECTIVE MEANS KEEPING PRESSURE ON SMITH GOVERNMENT. 

PF, HE SAID, IS VIRTUALLY SOLE MILITARY PORCE ON GROUND IN 
ZIMBABWE, THUS IT DESERVES PULL OAU SUPPORT POR ITS ARMED 
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ACTIONS. 

3. JABANG WAS CHARACTERISTICALLY NON-COMMITTAL IN 
DISCUSSING CONTENTIOUS ISSUES SUCH AS CHAD-LIB YA, AND 
ETHIOPIA-SUDAN, SAYING GAMBIAN DELEGATION MERELY LISTENED 
TO CONTENDING PARTIES. HOWEVER, HE POINTED OUT, SIR DAWDA 
HAS ATTENDED EVERY OAU SUMMIT BUT ONE SINCE GAMBIAN 
INDEPENDENCE IN 1965, THUS HE BEGINNING TO PLAY A SENIOR 
STATESMAN ROLE IN OAU DELIBERATIONS. EOR EXAMPLE, SIR DAWDA 
SPOKE OUT ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE, RECEIVING SYMPATHETIC HEARING 
(BUT LEW CONCRETE RESULTS). 

4. PRAISING LIVE POWER INITIATIVES ON NAMIBIA, JABANG SAID US 
EEEORTS ESPECIALLY APPRECIATED BY LARGE NUMBER OF OAU 
PARTICIPANTS. WE NOTE EROM PRESS ACCOUNT OE SIR DAWDA'S 
SPEECH IN LIBREVILLE THAT HIS STATEMENT ON NAMIBIA LARGELY 
COMPATIBLE WITH AGREEMENT REACHED BETWEEN SAG AND LIVE POWERS. 
ONLY NOTABLE EXCEPTION IS GAMBIAN PROPOSAL THAT ADMINISTRATOR 
OP NAMIBIA DURING TRANSITION SHOULD BE APPOINTED BY UNSG, 

RATHER THAN SAG (MATTER WHICH SIR DAWDA RAISED WITH AMB 
AGGREY DURING LATTER'S PAREWELL VISIT TO BANJUL JUNE 27). 

WYGANT 
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